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Robert L. Hawkins Jr., Retired President and CEO of Waterlox Coatings Corporation, Passes Away Leaving a Family Legacy Behind
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CLEVELAND (Tuesday, June 14, 2011) – Robert L. Hawkins Jr., the retired 2nd generation President and CEO of Waterlox Coatings Corporation and son of its founder, passed away at the age of 89 at home of natural causes early Saturday morning, June 11th leaving a strong family legacy behind. 

RL Hawkins Jr. was the 2nd generation of family to own and manage Waterlox , which was started in 1910 by his father, R.L. Hawkins, Sr. Funeral services will be held Thursday, June 16 at 11 am at the McGorray-Hanna Funeral Home of Lakewood, 14133 Detroit Ave. where friends may call Wednesday 2-4 and 6-8 pm.  Interment is at Lakeview Cemetery.
In recent years, Waterlox has been run by Chief Executive Officer, Jay Hawkins – the son of RL Hawkins, Jr. – and Vice President, Kellie Hawkins Schaffner, his grand-daughter.

“My father was not only a kind and generous man but he was a pioneer in this industry”, said Jay hawkins. RL Hawkins, Jr began working at the company when he was age 15 in the 1930’s, he became a member of the Board of Directors in 1948, acted as the Executive Vice President heading the research department in the 1960’s, and took over the company as President / CEO until his retirement in 1992. Since his retirement he continued as a technical consultant to Waterlox. 

“My father continued his father’s legacy of developing coatings for the automotive industry”, said Jay. “He will be sorely missed by his colleagues, friends and especially our family.” 

*** Continued next Page ***

Waterlox’s founder, RL Hawkins, Sr., developed the black paint for the floor boards of Ford’s Model T and  RL Hawkins, Jr., developed and held patents for a revolutionary coating and process used in the production of rubber mats used in automobiles and later in over-the-road trucks. This process allowed the color coat and mat to be cured together in a mold. Special care was taken by RL, Jr. in color matching the rubber to the latest automobile color trends.

RL Hawkins, Jr. was a long-time resident of Bratenahl, OH and a long-standing member of Mayfield Country Club participating in curling and golf, the Hermit Club participating in the men’s choir and acting as club photographer, Mentor Harbor Yacht Club participating in sailboat racing (Dragon and 40” Alden boats) and was a World War II Army Air Force Veteran where he served his country in aerial reconnaissance. He was a member of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution and many Cleveland-based business consulting organizations including the Business Advisors of Cleveland.  He held a Masters of Science Degree from the Case School of Applied Science in both chemical engineering and industrial chemistry and was a member of Beta Theta Pi.
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RL Hawkins, Jr. was the beloved husband of Gloria (nee Merreck); loving father of Robert L. Hawkins III (Joan), Ann Stevens Rody (Harold), John W. “Jay” Hawkins (Dee) and step father of William (Mary) and James (Marie) Boswell, Brian (Gina), Paul Conor (Sharon) and Christopher W. (Cyd) Donohue; dear grandfather of 12 and great grandfather of 11; brother of the late Mary Kathryn Robertson and Betty Ann Stafford. The family suggests memorial contributions to The Hospice of the Western Reserve, 300 East 185th St., Cleveland, Ohio, 44119.

About Waterlox

Founded in 1910, Waterlox Coatings Corporation, based in Cleveland, Ohio, is the nation’s leading manufacturer of premium wood finishes handmade from natural Tung oil. A fourth-generation, family-owned company, now run by Chief Executive Officer, Jay Hawkins and Vice President Hawkins Schaffner, Waterlox continues to manufacture products using original family formulations, combining Tung oil, resins, mineral spirits and other ingredients to produce a complete wood finish that gives the look and feel of naturally oiled wood.

Waterlox products represent the flooring industry’s highest level of quality protection for both interior and exterior wood finishing projects and also supply tools for application. For more information about Waterlox, please visit www.waterlox.com or call (800) 321.0377.
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RL Hawkins, Jr. pictured bottom, right.
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